
Since April is National Poetry Month, Jo began Book 
Club by sharing some poetry books, including Cool Salsa, 
a collection of bilingual poetry on growing up Latino 
in America;  A Book of Luminous Things: An International 
Anthology of Poetry; and City Lights Pocket Poets Anthology. 
She also read a poem, “God Got Arrested,” from God Went to 
Beauty School by Cynthia Rylant. 

Jaspreet was asked to provide some zombie poetry, but 
admitted that he “is not a poetry guy.” That didn’t stop Sue 
Nellis from suggesting that he could write some. But, he 
did in fact stray from the zombie path by reading a vampire 
book: I Am Legend. He also read World War Z, which is about 
a zombie apocalypse. He thought that it had an interesting 
style as it is told through a series of interviews describing 
events that have already occurred. There was some 
discussion about movies since I Am Legend was recently 
made into a movie starring Will Smith, and World War Z is 
scheduled to be released in June and stars Brad Pitt.

Zoë B. recommended Five Flavors of Dumb. Initially she was 
put off by the title, but ended up reading it anyway. The 
book is about a deaf girl who becomes the band director at 
her school and how she handles all the challenges involved 
in that. The book also explores her relationship with her 
sister who was also deaf, but chooses to get cochlear 
implants while the main character does not.

Dan Neukom said that he asked Patty Fels for a 
recommendation on a classic to read, and she suggested Of 
Human Bondage. Mr. Neukom said that it was a wonderful 
book and definitely deserves to be called  a classic. Bruce 
Baird agreed that reading the classics is worthwhile. He 
spent one summer reading books off of a recommended 
reading list of classics and got a lot out of it. Mr. Neukom also 
brought a book called Engines of Change, which is basically a 
social history of the automotive industry that he found really 
interesting. He then read a fairly gruesome passage from 
To End All Wars, which is about World War I. The book really 
demonstrates how controversial the war was at the time. 
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Ron Bell read a poem by the great Chilean poet, Pablo 
Neruda, called “Ode to a Lemon.” It is from a series of 
his poems known as the Elemental Odes, which are all 
about things that people may take for granted and not 
fully appreciate. Dr. Bell explained that odes are poems in 
celebration of something, so “A Lemon” is an appreciation of 
the fruit. If you’d like to read one of Neruda’s Elemental Odes, 
they are in the book: Selected Poems of Pablo Neruda. It is a 
bilingual edition edited by Ben Belitt. 

Sue Nellis recommended My Beloved World by Supreme 
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor. She said that it was a very 
personal story and that Sotomayor was an amazing woman, 
which makes for a wonderful book. The Country Day 
connection is that Sotojayor roomed with Middle School 
teacher Lauren LaMay in college. 

Zoë B also read a book over break called, Muchacho, which 
is about a boy growing up in a high crime neighborhood in 
New Mexico. She said that it was a rough book and that it 
had lots of bad language, but that it was good and realistic. 
She also read Coyotes, which is about a man who takes 
Mexican immigrants over the border, and she is planning to 
read They Call Me a Hero: A Memoir of My Youth, the biography 
of Daniel Hernandez, the man who saved Senator Gabby 
Giffords at the shooting in Tucson.

Ms. Fels brought I Never Promised You A Rose Garden, which 
is a true story of a girl with schizophrenia who is sent to a 
mental hospital. It is a really interesting story about how she 
worked with a psychiatrist to understand and deal with the 
fantasy world that she had created for herself. An interesting 
note was that there was a movie and a song based on this 
book and the author loathed both projects.

Jaspreet visited Pearl Harbor over break and reread a book 
he had read before, Unbroken, which is a biography of an 
Olympic runner and World War II bombardier who is shot 
down over the ocean. It is ultimately a story of survival and 
redemption. Dr. Baird loved the book as well.
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