
Jo began Book Club by sharing some of her favorite 
holiday books. She started with The Latke Who Couldn’t 
Stop Screaming: A Christmas Story, which she reads to her 
Glass Knife staff every year. Although it is a picture book, it 
has plenty of snark because it is written by Lemony Snicket, 
the author of the A Series of Unfortunate Events books. She 
also recommended A Child’s Christmas in Wales by Dylan 
Thomas. She said that it definitely worth listening to an 
audio version if you have the chance, then you can enjoy 
Dylan’s booming voice reading it as well. Another favorite 
is Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins by Eric Kimmel, which 
Jacob has been reading to students in the library. Author 
Truman Capote, famous for writing In Cold Blood, also 
wrote A Christmas Memory, a children’s story based on his 
memories of growing up in rural Alabama in the 1930s.

Jaspreet shared the latest zombie book that he’s read, 
Rot & Ruin by Jonathan Maberry. Rot & Ruin is set in a post 
apocalyptic world and focuses on a group of survivors. In 
order to try to avoid the mistakes of the past that led to a 
world inhabited by zombies, the survivors have given up 
technology. Jaspreet also shared The Maze Runner series, 
which also had a post-apocalyptic setting, but where there 
is an infection that literally makes people crazy.

Country Day alumna Jamie Johnson recommended a new 
book that she would like to read: Philip Pullman’s Fairy 
Tales from the Brothers Grimm: A New English Version. In this 
book, Pullman retells his favorite Grimm fairy tales and 
then provides comments at the end of each one that offer 
insight on the stories’ sources, the changes they’ve gone 
through over the years, and their enduring appeal.  The 
library just acquired this book, so Country Day students or 
faculty are welcome to come check it out.

Ron Bell mentioned that he will be assigning Great 
Expectations and that if anyone wanted to get a jump on 
their reading for his class, that would be a good one to 
read. Dr. Bell suggests anything by Dickens, but particularly 
at this time of year A Christmas Carol is a good choice.

Jaspreet couldn’t resist the urge to recommend one more 
book, Fear, the latest book in the Gone series. The Gone 
series begins when everyone over the age of 16 disappears 
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from the earth. Things continue to get worse as the series 
continues, but we want to keep things spoiler-free so we 
won’t say exactly how; you’ll have to read it to find out! 

Imani is reading This Book is Full of Spiders, which is the 
sequel to John Dies at the End, which is about two guys who 
get into all kinds of crazy situations and it isn’t always clear 
whether or not it is really happening. The movie adaptation 
of This Book is Full of Spiders is coming out soon and Imani is 
looking forward to it. Her prediction is that it will be either 
really good or really bad.

Alumnus Matt Akins is reading Me Talk Pretty One Day, 
a collection of essays by humorist David Sedaris about 
growing up gay in North Carolina and the author’s eventual 
move to France.

Zoë B. just finished the latest book the Mother-Daughter 
Book Club series, Wish You Were Eyre, which is apparently 
the last book in the series. Zoë is sorry to see the series end 
as she has read and enjoyed them all. Over the break she 
plans to read Sapphire Blue, the sequel to Ruby Red. Zoë also 
enjoyed The Mysterious Edge of the Heroic World by E.L. Ko-
nigsburg, which is about a boy who discovers a mysterious 
stolen painting. Some of the characters from Konigsburg’s 
The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place make an appearance as well.

Sweater recently read Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban and is planning to read The Little Book over break. 
Sue Nellis plans to read Selden Edwards’ second book, The 
Lost Prince, over break. Dr. Bell recommended My Family and 
Other Animals by a favorite childhood author, Gerald Durrell. 

There was some discussion about reading non-fiction for 
pleasure and Matt mentioned that he enjoys memoirs, 
Imani mentioned an interesting book The Alphabet Versus 
the Goddess: The Conflict between Words and Image by 
Leonard Shlain, which is about how the transition from an 
oral tradition to written language mirrored the move from 
matriarchies to patriarchies. Ms. Nellis recommended Ted 
Kennedy’s autobiography, which provides an interesting 
perspective on the John Kennedy’s presidency.
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