
As luck would have it, Jo just read a book that is perfect 
for World Cultures Week, One Amazing Thing by Chitra 
Banerjee Divakaruni. In this novel, a group of nine people 
at the Indian consulate get waylaid by an earthquake. To 
pass the time, they tell each other stories of one amazing 
thing from their lives. A review from the Washington Post 
had this to say: “The appeal of these life stories, like that of 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, is that they throw the spotlight 
onto varied lives, each with its own joys and miseries.” 

Ron Bell recommended a book that he thought would be 
of interest to young adult readers, The Five Red Herrings by 
Dorothy Sayers. Dorothy Sayers is one of the most well-
known British mystery writers, and The Five Red Herrings 
stars her famous detective, Lord Peter Wimsey. 

The first book that Jane Batarseh shared was Excavating 
Modernity by Joshua Arthurs.  This book makes the 
claim that we actually have Mussolini to thank for the 
preservation of so many ancient treasures in Italy. In 
an attempt to legitimize his fascist regime, Mussolini 
connected it to the Roman Empire and tried to draw 
parallels between the two periods. Her second pick 
was Empires of Sand by David Ball. Empires of Sand is 
historical fiction that was inspired by the author’s trip 
across the Sahara where he was taken in by the Tuareg, a 
nomadic tribe. Ms. Batarseh is also reading The Jews Under 
Roman Rule by Mary Smallwood.  One of the surprising 
aspects covered in this book is that Julius Caesar actually 
championed the Jews and allowed them more freedoms 
than many other Roman rulers. The fourth and last book 
that Ms. Batarseh is reading is Ironfire by David Ball, which 
she describes as a “walk your dog book,” which means that 
she is listening to the audio version. She is loving Ironfire, 
which is the fictional story of a young boy taken as a slave 
from Malta in the 16th century.

Manson read a biography of Catherine the Great and 
found it to be a really good book. He was fascinated by 
the fact that in just 20 years, Catherine the Great went 
from nothing to being the most powerful woman in the 
world. He said that he thinks the author was a bit obsessed 
with jewelry, as he tended to give pages of description 
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for each item of jewelry that Catherine owned. There was 
some group discussion about the way in which Catherine 
the Great gained power and the ruthlessness with which 
she held on to it, including killing her husband, along with 
almost anyone else who got in her way. 

Patricia Portillo just went to a conference that focused 
on African American and Latino unity. At the conference 
there was a list of books mentioned as suggested reading 
for young adults and the The Autobiography of Malcolm X 
was one on the list that Dr. Portillo had not had a chance 
to read yet, so she is reading it now. She just started it, but 
is finding it very interesting. Bruce Baird mentioned that 
Alex Haley interviewed Malcolm X extensively and those 
interviews served as the foundation for the book. If anyone 
is interested in reading about Malcolm X, the library owns 
several biographies in addition to his autobiography.

Kerina read The Book of Jewish Belief. She found it on a 
bookshelf at home and thought it would be interesting. 
It is a scholarly look at Jewish beliefs, the Torah, and the 
commandments, and it poses a lot of questions as well. 
She noticed handwriting in the margins that she couldn’t 
read at first, but then realized it was her father’s. Finding his 
comments and seeing how they often matched her own 
observations has made this a very cool reading experience. 

In a startling turn of events, Jaspreet read a book that was 
not about zombies. Instead he read Eona, the sequel to 
Eon, which is a fantasy set in a China-like place where Eona 
becomes the first female Dragoneye (people who have the 
ability to bond with dragons) in hundreds of years. Jaspreet  
found the book complex, but interesting because of all the 
cultural references. 

Ms. Batarseh asked if anyone else had books that their 
parents had owned. Quite a few people did. Kerina said 
that they have a large library at home and many of their 
books had belonged to her grandparents. Caleb has an old 
notebook that belonged to his father, who used it to record 
his goals and plans. Dr. Bell has his father’s old books, many 
of which were about pigs, as his father taught agriculture. 
Manson has books that belonged to his parents where they 
had written in English translations of Chinese words.
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