
Over the break, Jo read the Bouchon Bakery book, which 
is a coffee table book filled with delicious-looking baked 
goods. She also read Julia Child’s Mastering the Art of French 
Cooking, which was really interesting. The recipes are long 
because rather than just provide the recipes, Child explains 
the “why” behind all the steps, which makes for interesting 
reading. Keeping with her food theme, Jo also read Best 
Food Writing of 2011. Her favorite chapter title from the 
book is: “800 Words on Tator Tots (No, Seriously).” 

Kerina took the opportunity to read some of her favorite 
books over break; she re-read The Fault in Our Stars by 
John Green, Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman, and I Shall Wear 
Midnight by Terry Pratchett. She also read a “bad book” 
that she would not recommend; Girl Over the Edge by 
Amy Kinzer was not imaginative or well written. However, 
a book she most certainly would recommend is The 
Great Gatsby, which she is currently reading and is really 
enjoying. 

Jaspreet brought a fairly large stack of books to share 
starting with Feed by Mira Grant, which is a story set in 
2014, a time in which cancer has been cured, but a terrible 
virus has been created that turns people into zombies. He 
also brought Dust & Decay and Flesh & Bone, the next books 
in the well-reviewed zombie series that began with Rot & 
Ruin. As a change of pace, Jaspreet did read a book that 
did not feature zombies, although it does contain horrible 
monsters. The Mark of Athena is the latest in Rick Riordan’s 
Heroes of Olympus series, which pits Greek and Roman 
demigods against one another.

Annie recommended a new book in the library collection, 
Chopsticks, which is a novel told through pictures, IM chats, 
journal entries, and letters, rather than straight text. Annie 
found it really interesting, particularly since you still get 
well developed characters and plot. She found it to be a 
creative approach that was “kind of like a movie without 
sound.”

After hearing so much about it, Patty Fels decided to 
read Far From the Tree: Parents, Children, and the Search for 
Identity by Andrew Solomon. Solomon got the idea for 
the book after reflecting on his experience coming out to 
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his parents and decided to investigate families where the 
children were different from the parents in crucial ways 
and  how the experience of learning how to navigate that 
difference impacts the parent-child relationship. Ms. Fels 
says that it is really interesting so far. She is also reading 
How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff because it was read in one of 
her daughter’s classes and taught widely in English middle 
schools. However, she is a bit on the fence about it. Jo read 
it also and felt the same way.

Nick shared Dating AI, A Guide to Falling In Love with Artificial 
Intelligence by Alex Zhavoronkoff, a work of fiction that 
is written in the style of a how-to guide. Nick is enjoying 
this humorous and satirical book about how to have a 
successful relationship with a robot.

Jane Batarseh has been listening to audiobooks while 
walking her dog, and she is currently enjoying Fidelity 
by Thomas Perry. She is particularly drawn to this book 
because the characters are so well developed that solving 
the murder mystery is not as important as the characters 
themselves. She raised the question of whether or not 
knowing the ending of a book spoils the reading of 
it. Jo said that Tibby always reads the end of the book 
first because she doesn’t like to be surprised. Most of 
the group agreed that it was preferable to be surprised 
whenever possible. However, as Ron Bell pointed out, that 
is sometimes a challenge with literature where the story 
may already be familiar to you before you have a chance to 
read it yourself.  Dr. Bell threw out a Madame Bovary spoiler 
just to prove the point, but no worries, friends, we won’t 
pass it along here. If you haven’t yet had the chance to read 
Madame Bovary, you can read it spoiler free! 

Knowing the ending of a book certainly doesn’t have to 
ruin a book for you though, as Kerina pointed out, people 
often like to re-read their favorite books even though 
they already know how they end. Sweater agreed and 
mentioned that she re-read Phoenix Rising over the break. 
She hadn’t read it since 6th grade, but she enjoyed reading 
it again. It is a story about a girl living on a sheep farm in 
a small town whose life changes when they take in two 
refugees suffering from radiation poisoning.
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