
Jaspreet started our Book Club discussion by recommending 
three zombie books: The Other Life, Tooth and Nail, and 
Devil’s Wake. All of these books were featured on the recent 
library zombie display, which was inspired by Jaspreet’s 
determination to read every zombie book in the library. 
In The Other Life, a family goes underground into a sealed 
bunker to avoid the “weepers,” people infected with a rabies 
virus. Tooth and Nail is also about a virus that is related to 
rabies, and in Devil’s Wake, the infection that turns people 
into zombies has ravaged the earth, leaving a small group of 
teens to cross more than a thousand miles to get to safety.

Saachi is reading the second Harry Potter book: Harry Potter 
and the Chamber of Secrets. 

Ron Bell is interested in reading How to Get Filthy Rich in 
Rising Asia, which has been getting a lot of buzz. It is a novel 
in the form of self-help book, which is an interesting and 
uncommon form.

Jacob S. read The Art of Racing in the Rain, which is written 
from the perspective of a dog. Jacob said that as soon as you 
read the first page, you know you’re going to end up crying 
since it starts out with the old dog recounting how much he 
loves his master.

Marisa accidentally read the second in the Otherworldlies 
series, The Siren’s Cry, before she read the first one. The 
otherworldlies are essentially vampires, but she was pleased 
to report that they do not sparkle.

Zoe read Twisted in the Pretty Little Liars series. The latest 
book in this series revolves around the death of a girl who 
died a year ago, but who is now sending the other girls 
threatening text messages.

Tommy read the book, The Blind Side, which is the 
autobiographical story of boy born into poverty, whose life 
is transformed when he is adopted by a wealthy family at 
age 16 and begins playing football, eventually becoming a 
professional football player. 

Akilan read The Lord of the Flies, which he describes a really 
good book, but said that the ending is weird. He is also 
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reading A Midsummer Night’s Dream, which is a combination 
of poetry and prose. He also recently saw a production of 
the play and enjoyed it although the costumes were strange 
because it was set in the 20th century. Dr. Baird and Jane 
Batarseh agreed that the Kevin Kline movie version was the 
best film adaptation of the play. 

Erik read Lord of the Flies, Animal Farm, and the Odyssey. 
He also recommends The Cat in the Hat. Maybe he has 
fond memories of reading it for our Cat in the Hat in many 
languages event during World Cultures Week? When asked 
which character he would be from The Lord of the Flies, he 
said: Piggy. 

Serajh read Hiroshima, which tells the story of the first atomic 
bomb being dropped on a city through a series of interviews 
with survivors of the bombing.

Jo announced some new books that just came into the 
library, including the third book in the Delirium series, 
Requiem; a set of short stories related to the Delirium series; 
Prodigy, the sequel to Legend; and the graphic novel version 
of A Wrinkle in Time. Ms. Batarseh said that she read A Wrinkle 
in Time as an adult and really enjoyed it, and she mentioned 
that the author, Madeleine L’Engle, is the writer in residence 
at St. John’s Cathedral. She finds it interesting the idea of this 
creative spirit under the patronage of the church.

Jo also recommended Einstein’s Dreams, which is a fictional 
set of stories that imagines Einstein in the period leading 
up to his discovery of the theory of relativity and his dreams 
about different conceptions of time. 

Jacob S. recommended the Walking Dead graphic novels. He 
is also reading The Great Gatsby, which is interesting, but kind 
of difficult. There was some discussion about the symbolism 
behind the red light and green light, but Dr. Bell said that 
you don’t have to read too much into it and that essentially 
the green light represents his longing for Daisy.

We finished with Ms. Batarseh talking about her love of the 
book Moby Dick. She said that Melville’s writing is so good, 
he could make a grocery list riveting reading.
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