
Jaspreet started our Book Club discussion by 
recommending The Zombie Survival Guide: Complete 
Protection from the Living Dead, which provides 
everything you need to know about how to survive 
the imminent zombie apocalypse. Jaspreet said 
that there were facts that even he—a self-identified 
zombie expert—didn’t know. One of the things that 
the Zombie Survival Guide does is classify zombie 
attacks according to how serious they are. Jaspreet 
feels confident that having read this book, he will 
survive the zombie apocalypse if it comes; therefore, 
he recommends it. Jo thanked him for an entire year of 
zombies at Book Club. In fact, Jaspreet was so inspired 
by his immersion in zombie literature that he decided 
to make his own zombie film, starring himself and 
some fellow Country Day classmates. We screened the 
preview at Book Club, and it was pretty hilarious. 
Jo shared the book The Tragedy Paper, which is a story 
within a story. Both stories are set in a boarding school 
with a tradition that the outgoing seniors leave a gift 
for the person who will be living in their room the 
following year. Tim leaves Duncan a set of CDs that 
tell a story that he says will give him the meat of his 
tragedy paper, which is a big project all the seniors 
have to write. She also brought Zoe Letting Go, which 
is about a girl who is sent to a rehabilitation center 
for eating disorders. Despite the fact that she goes 
through the motions, she clearly feels that she doesn’t 
have the same problems that they other girls have. It 
will appeal to fans of Jay Asher’s Thirteen Reasons Why. 
Another new book is Etiquette & Espionage by Gail 
Carriger, which is a steampunk mystery set in a young 
ladies finishing school that is actually a spy training 
ground. Jo thought it might appeal to some of the 
students at Book Club. 
Patty Fels just read Benediction by Kent Haruf and 
said that it is an incredible book. It is about an old 
man who finds out that he only has three months 
to live. Rather than being about death though, it is 
really about all the things that have happened to him 

Discussion Notes

Recommended Reads
M

ay
 2

3,
 2

01
3

6 
st

ud
en

ts
, 4

 fa
cu

lty
Bo

ok
 C

lu
b 

No
te

s

throughout his life. He has a son whom he is estranged 
from and that provides an interesting backstory as 
well. Another book Ms. Fels recommends is How to 
Live: A Search for Wisdom from Old People (While They 
Are Still on This Earth) by Henry Alford. The author is 
connected to Country Day because his three nephews 
all went to school here. Ms. Fels said that Alford is a 
very funny writer and she enjoyed reading his book 
and particularly enjoyed the personal stories that he 
shared alongside the interviews.
Zoë read Queen of Water by Laura Resau and Maria 
Virginia Farinango. It is based on Farinango’s life story. 
She was born in Ecuador into a large family who 
sold her off to a wealthy family to work as a servant 
when she was seven years old. She is also planning to 
read a book by Laurie R. King called The Beekeeper’s 
Apprentice, which is the first in a series of mystery 
novels featuring Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes.
Imani is two-thirds through Timecaster by Joe 
Kimball and although it is “not the best book” it is an 
interesting science fiction story set in the future where 
there is no crime because they are able to record 
events so that they can track exactly what happens. 
The main character, Talon Avalon, is a timecaster, 
which is a police officer; however, when he goes to 
investigate a murder, it seems that the murderer is 
himself.  Imani says that the book has a lot of guy 
appeal as there are some very extensive fight scenes.
Ms. Fels mentioned that she had one book that she 
wants to recommend that you not read, and that it is: 
The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer. Ms. Fels has liked her 
other books, but this one is definitely misnamed, as 
the characters are actually not interesting at all.
Sweater read The Silence of the Lambs by Thomas Harris 
and she recommends it for older students, but said it is 
too graphic for younger readers. 
It is our last Book Club for this year. Here’s to a great 
summer of reading, and we will see you all next year!

The Zombie Survival Guide/Max Brooks
The Tragedy Paper/Elizabeth LaBan

Zoe Letting Go/Nora Price
Etiquette & Espionage/Gail Carriger

Benediction/Kent Haruf
How to Live/Henry Alford

Queen of Water/Laura Resau and Maria Virginia Farinango
Timecaster/Joe Kimball

Silence of the Lambs/Thomas Harris

Jaspreet
Jo Melinson
Jo Melinson
Jo Melinson
Patty Fels
Patty Fels
Zoë B.
Imani
Sweater


