
As everyone settled down with a brownie and a cup of hot 
apple cider (provided by your lovely librarian, Jo), we began 
the November book club with a discussion about Victoria 
Loustalot’s memoir, This is How You Say Goodbye. Victoria is a 
Country Day alum ‘03, and she began working on her memoir 
while she was a student. The book is about her father, who 
revealed to her when she was a child that he was gay and that 
he had AIDS. He promised her that they would travel the world 
together, which was a promise he could not keep. This is How 
Your Say Goodbye chronicles Victoria’s journeys to the countries 
she never got to visit with her father, and the revelations she 
makes about their relationship before he died.

Patty Fels thought it was entertaining that her dog made an 
appearance in Victoria’s memoir, and that his name had been 
changed. Jo remembered when Victoria was a student she 
carried a lunchbox that said “Campus Queen.”

Victoria will be coming for an author visit on the evening 
of February 18, and visiting the High School Book Club on 
February 19. 

Jo then took our discussion toward poetry and talked about 
Shackamaxon by David Livewell. Jo went to college with David 
and they even had the same writing teachers. David’s poems 
are about growing up in Philadelphia, and Jo commented that 
one of the poems talks about the street her mother lived on. 
Shackamaxon is the T.S. Eliot Prize Winner of 2012. 

Dr. Bell is currently reading 1Q84 by Haruki Murakami. He had 
previously read Norwegian Wood on the recommendation of 
a student, so he wanted to read more of Murakami’s novels. 
1Q84 is about two characters that have little to do with each 
other--although in classic Murakami style, their worlds will 
collide eventually--other than the fact that reality has shifted 
and strange things are happening in Japan. Two moons 
suddenly appear in the sky, and policeman are wearing 
different uniforms. Dr. Bell also  pointed out the strangeness of 
the “Little People” that emerge from the mouth of a goat. He 
said that the novel was “weird in a fun way.” 

Country Day alum Kelly Neukom ‘04 talked about Sisterland, 
the novel by Curtis Sittenfeld. Kelly enjoyed this book 
because it was about identical twins. Kelly has a twin, so 
she liked being able to read about similar things she and 
her sister experienced growing up (people asking the same 
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questions about things like reading each other’s thoughts, 
their wardrobe choices, etc.) Sisterland takes us on a journey 
with the twins as they both deal with special “senses” that 
allow them to predict future events--particularly a devastating 
earthquake that might be hitting their hometown. Kelly really 
liked this novel, she said it was an easy read and the author’s 
writing was compelling. 

Patty Fels shared two books with us: The Bellwether Revivals 
by Benjamin Wood and Finding Nouf by Zoe Ferraris. She said 
that Bellwether Revivals was a good look into college life in 
Cambridge, but that the novel gave itself away as an obvious 
first attempted novel. She thinks that Wood’s next novel will be 
much better. As for Finding Nouf, Ms. Fels said this was a very 
well-written “literary detective” novel. It is about the murder 
of a 16 year old girl in Saudi Arabia, and the people that try to 
solve it. The case is particularly difficult, because the cultural 
standards do not allow women to be social. Ms. Fels highly 
recommends this novel for anyone looking to read a good 
murder mystery. 

Dr. Bell offered the final thoughts of the book club by telling us 
about an interview he recently read that offered hope to the 
publishing world: a new author has just been given a 2 million 
dollar advance for his first novel. Dr. Bell says this is a good sign 
that the print industry isn’t dying. The author of these notes 
agrees: long live the physical book! 
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