
Jo recommended the book The Night Circus by Erin 
Morgenstern. It is about two magicians who have a contest 
over who can raise the better magician. But rather than 
being a circus story about sad elephants and clowns, Jo 
described Night Circus as being “enchanting rather than 
circus-like” and said that it was an amazing story that 
creates a world of enchantment and has elements of 
mystery as well. She also recently read the newest book 
from SCDS former headmaster Selden Edwards, The Lost 
Prince. The Lost Prince is a sequel to The Little Book, and we 
have both in our collection if anyone would like to check 
them out. Jo announced that Mr. Edwards will be attending 
our next book club meeting to talk to us about writing his 
books, so please think about what you might like to ask 
him. The Lost Prince is historical fiction that involves time 
travel and includes real historical characters; Jo thought 
it seemed like a fun book to write. Jo also shared a couple 
new additions to the collection: The Diviners, which is the 
latest book from Libba Bray, and The Kill Order, which is the 
latest book in the Maze Runner series.

Jane Batarseh has been translating Caesar and thinking 
about how the Romans thought of themselves as the only 
ethnic group, and that everyone else was “the other.”  It 
made her want to read something from the perspective of 
other groups of people within the Roman world. She has 
been reading two books on the Celts and it definitely gives 
a different perspective on the power struggles between 
the Celts and the Romans. Ms. Batarseh and Ron Bell 
discussed the question of the extent to which people from 
the provinces became Roman. What was the relationship 
between people from the provinces and Rome?

Zoë has been reading sports biographies and had two to 
recommend. The first is The Contract: The Journey of Jimmer 
Fredette from the Playground to the Pros by Pat Forde, 
which tells the story of Sacramento King Jimmer Fredette, 
who has a twin brother who asked him to sign a contract 
to agree to pursue his dream of playing in the NBA. The 
other book is a memoir by Olympic gymnast Dominique 
Moceanu who discovered that she had a long lost sister 
who was put up for adoption. Both books sound like very 
interesting reads.
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Dr. Bell is continuing his reading of P.D. James’ mysteries 
with A Certain Justice. Dr. Bell likes the psychological 
exploration of the motives behind the murders in P.D. 
James’ mysteries and her detective is a poet and a 
thoughtful character. Talking about murder mysteries 
prompted Ms. Batarseh to say that she wants to write a 
murder mystery set at SCDS. There were some interesting 
suggestions about the plot. Ms. Batarseh was reminded of 
another book that she really enjoyed, The Sixteen Pleasures 
by Robert Hellenga, which is about a librarian who is asked 
to come to Florence to help restore books damaged in a 
flood. “I like books set in libraries” said Ms. Batarseh. On 
the theme of novels that involve books in their story or 
settings, Sue Nellis was reminded of The Shadow of the 
Wind, a great book that she highly recommends.

Kerina read Never Let Me Go, which she said is a really sad 
book. It is set in a time where society has figured out how 
to clone people and the clones are brought up in boarding 
schools. Kerina felt that it was a beautifully written piece 
of work. This kicked off a discussion about science fiction 
writing. Patty Fels said that according to Ray Bradbury 
there are only three kinds of science fiction stories: What 
if? If only? and What if this goes on? Kerina said the power 
of the story in Never Let Me Go is in seeing the clones as 
people and understanding what their lives are like.

Savannah talked about The Perks of Being a Wallflower. She 
likes books about being a teenager and felt that The Perks 
of Being a Wallflower resembled Catcher in the Rye in that 
the character in The Perks of Being a Wallflower is trying to 
find his place in the world. Kerina agreed and mentioned 
that they recently made a movie of The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower, which was pretty good and was directed by the 
author. Jo mentioned that it was hard to keep that book 
on the shelf several years ago because it was the type of 
book people just wanted to keep. Now Thirteen Reasons 
Why is the book that is hard to keep on the shelves. There 
was some discussion over the moral questions raised 
by the book Thirteen Reasons Why. Ms. Fels said that My 
Sister’s Keeper is another book that raises interesting moral 
questions, such as is it okay to have another baby to help 
with the medical problems of the first child. 
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