
Jo began the meeting by sharing several new books that 
were just added to the library collection from authors who 
have been favorites in the past. A Hologram for the King 
by Dave Eggers, Telegraph Avenue by Michael Chabon, 
and Metamaus by Art Spiegelman. Metamaus focuses on 
why Spiegelman wrote Maus, his graphic novel about the 
holocaust, and includes autobiographical material such as 
interviews with his children about their awareness of their 
father’s work. 

Jaspreet brought two of his recent favorites, Partials and 
Blackout. Partials is about a dysopian future where a virus 
has wiped out almost all of the humans on the planet, 
leaving a small group of survivors to try to cure the virus. 
Blackout is the third book in the Feed trilogy, and Jaspreet 
says that it is “amazing” so far. Of course, since it is about 
zombies, how can it be anything but amazing? The third 
book focuses on zombie animals, of which, Jaspreet’s 
favorite are zombie dogs.

Ms. Nellis recommended two historical fiction titles that she 
thought would be of particular interest to the high school 
students as they focus on ancient Egypt and feature strong 
female characters. Nefertiti and The Heretic Queen, both by 
Michelle Moran made for excellent summer reading.

Jackson picked up a Kurt Vonnegut collection over the 
summer and read several titles, including Galápagos and 
Cat’s Cradle. He enjoyed Vonnegut’s “weird writing style” and 
found that the stories shared a common theme in that they 
were all about the end of the world. Needing a break from 
that topic after a while, he turned to a recommendation 
from a friend: South of Broad by Pat Conroy.

Jo mentioned that former Country Day headmaster, Selden 
Edwards, will be coming on November 14th to speak about 
his new book, The Lost Prince. 

Zoë shared a book that she read over the summer, The 
Pregnancy Project: A Memoir, by Gaby Rodriguez. Rodriguez 
was the daughter of a teen mother and was often told that 
she would probably end up a teenage mother herself. As 
someone who was determined not to follow in her mother’s 
footsteps, she decided to fake a pregnancy while in high 
school in order to investigate how it would change people’s 
treatment of her. Zoë found it a very interesting read.
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Dr. Bell recommended P.D. James’ Death in Holy Orders. 
James is one of the great British writers of murder mysteries 
and this one features her most famous detective, Adam 
Dalgliesh. Dr. Bell enjoys James’ writing for her complicated 
plots and complex characters, as well as the discussion of the 
moral and philosophical issues raised by murder.

Ms. Batarseh has been enjoying reading on a Kindle, most 
notably because of the ability it gives her to add notes and 
bookmarks and easily look up the definitions of words. She 
read A Communion of Dreams after she met the author while 
traveling this summer. It was a well written science fiction 
novel. She also recommends Caesar: Life of a Colossus, which 
she says is such an interesting read that it would be enjoyed 
by anyone, not just Latin teachers!

Akilan read The Other Wes Moore, which examines the lives 
of two men, both named Wes Moore, who grew up blocks 
apart under similar circumstances, but whose lives took 
dramatically different paths, with one ending up in prison 
and the other ending up a Rhodes Scholar. Akilan found 
it very interesting to see how the decisions they made 
impacted their lives. Ms. Portillo mentioned that although 
their lives seemed very similar, there were some crucial 
differences that shaped the paths they both took.

Ms. Portillo recommended The Young People’s History of the 
United States, which she enjoyed for its focus on describing 
history from the perspective of ordinary people. She also 
felt that the format of the book, which is a series of essays,  
provided great examples of how to write well-crafted essays.

Mr. Cunningham did a great deal of reading over the summer 
and had a long list of recommendations including Bed, which 
tells the story of two brothers, one of whom returns home 
at age 25 and takes to his childhood bed, permanently. He 
also read Sunset Park, about a man who life changes course 
after a death in the family. Mr. Cunningham also read some 
short story collections and quite a few graphic novels. One 
of the graphic novels that would probably appeal to high 
school students is Ghost World by Daniel Clowes, which 
focuses on two recently graduated high school girls. Anyone 
who is looking for graphic novel recommendations should 
definitely check in with Mr. Cunningham.
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