
Jo started our first book club discussion of the year by talking 
about the upcoming Teen Read Week. Students can enter up 
to five titles they will have read between now and October 17 
for a chance to win the raffle. Prizes include a cupcake on a 
random Tuesday, a mystery prize, and a (highly coveted) lunch 
prepared by the lovely librarians. 

Patty Fels jumped into the book discussion by letting us know 
that she did not like The Lovely Bones. In fact, she hated it (as 
does this author). Patty felt it was “unreadable” and that the 
characters were not believable. Instead, she recommended The 
Bright Forever, which is a story about a young girl that leaves 
home to return some library books and disappears. Patty says 
this novel is what The Lovely Bones would have been like if the 
author had been talented. She also read Born Standing Up and 
enjoyed reading about what it would be like to “make it” as a 
stand-up comedian.

Jane Batarseh told us about reading Letters of St. Jerome in 
Latin, which were primarily letters from Jerome to his fellow 
churchman, Heliodorus, about being a better Christian. She 
also read the fantasy novel Moon Over Soho, which is about a 
sorcerer’s apprentice/criminal investigator named Peter Grant 
who notices strange jazz music emanating from a corpse. 
But why? It is a mystery to be solved! Jane also read Spoken 
Arabic for Foreigners, Zealot, Son, and The End of the Affair.  She 
listened to the audio versions of Son and The End of the Affair 
(as read by the dreamy Colin Firth). 

Jane Bauman is also a fan of audio books. She recently signed 
up for an audible.com account and listened to Elijah Wood 
reading Huckleberry Finn. She also listened to My Antonia 
but had to sample each available version to ensure that the 
speaker could pronounce Antonia’s name correctly.

Manson was delighted to share his most recent read with 
us, Crazy Rich Asians. This novel is about an American-born 
Chinese girl (or ABC) that is shunned by her fiancé’s powerful, 
rich, and materialistic Asian family. Manson was so entranced 
with this novel that stayed up until 4am reading it.

Jo asked Jaspreet if he would like to “zombify” the book club. 
He complied, and told us about World War Z. He told us to “not 
trust the movie” and also to read The Zombie Survival Guide as 
an accompaniment. Jane Batarseh thought the latter was a 
guide written for zombies, and was pleased to learn that it 
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was a survival guide for humans. Jaspreet also recommended 
the Harry Potter and Eragon series’ and admitted that while 
they do not have anything to do with zombies, he would find 
a way to relate the two. His last recommendation was sequel 
to The Infection called The Killing Floor,  which is about a man 
who wakes up from a coma to realize he survived the zombie 
“infection”--but he’s also no longer human: he has been 
transformed into a superweapon that could end the zombie 
war--or the world itself. 

As the conversation drifted casually towards eating brains...
Madison told us about Contest, a novel she read about a man 
trapped in a library with six other “contestants” who must 
survive the night--only one will survive. She said it reminded 
her a lot of Hunger Games. 

Jo announced that former SCDS student Victoria Loustalout 
would be coming for an author visit (February 18th) to talk 
about her book This is How You Say Goodbye, which  is a 
memoir of the author’s journey around the world to cope with 
the loss of her father who died of AIDS when she was eleven 
years old. Patty Fels called the book “completely engrossing,” 
and mentioned that it would be the next summer reading 
book for her class.

Jo read The 5th Wave which is a dystopian novel about an 
alien invasion that results in “waves.” The first wave is an 
electromagnetic pulse that stops all power. The second is a 
tsunami. The third is an avian virus. The fourth involves aliens 
implanting themselves into the brains of unborn babies. And 
the fifth wave is where the real chaos begins. Jo summed up 
the novel with a quote:

 “It’s hard to recall a novel...in which more   
 bad things happen to more good people in such a  
 short span of time.” - Justin Cronin (author of The  
     Passage)

Jo also recommended And the Mountains Echoed. This is a 
novel that explores familial love across the world, the sacrifices 
some have to make, and the ties that bind us. Jo said it was 
“beautifully written” and also a bit on the sad side. She also 
noted that this book was written by the same author as The 
Kite Runner, which she has not had a chance to read yet. But 
she really wants to, and will probably get around to it when 
she retires. 
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