
The apple cider was hot, the brownies were chocolatey and 
served up on a golden platter. For our last Book Club of 2013, 
Jo started our discussion a little different this time around. 
Since the holidays are right around the corner, the theme of 
our book club was all about what  books we wanted to read 
over winter break, and what books we liked to give as gifts.

Jo is looking forward to reading The Ocean at the End of the 
Lane by Neil Gaiman. She is excited about the fact that this is a 
short novel, and that she can read it before the daunting task 
of grading the Sophomore Projects. 

 
Jo loves to give books such as The Night Circus, Bell Canto, 
Einstein’s Dreams, The Book Thief, and Book of Luminous Things 
as gifts. 

Marisa let us know that she wants to read The Infernal Devices 
so that Elinor would stop bugging her to read it. Jo suggested 
she should read it over winter break. 

Vanessa said that she had a gift for us all: we all need to 
read Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close. She said it was a 
very moving story, and also very sad. Marisa suggested that 
Vanessa wanted us all to cry for Christmas. 

Dr. Bell told us about the book he just finished, Sophie’s 
World by Jostein Gaarder. This book is about the history of 
philosophy told through letters from a young girl (Sophie) 
to a mysterious philosopher. Dr. Bell thought the format of 
this novel was clever, unique, and a fun way to learn about 
philosophy. 

Claire loves to give The Fault in Our Stars as a gift. Everyone 
chimed in that it was an excellent book to give as a gift. There 
is a film adaptation coming out in 2014, and while Claire is 
excited to see it, she is also nervous that it will not do the book 
justice. Claire also loves to give Speak as a gift. 

Saachi would like to read more Maya Angelou over the winter 
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break. Jo is a fan of Maya Angelou, and said that she loves her 
voice and could listen to her speak all day. “She is phenomenal,” 
said Jo (pun intended). 

Mollie was very eager to talk about a new book that arrived 
in the library that week, The Wes Anderson Collection by Matt 
Zoller Seitz. This is a gorgeous book full of interviews, articles, 
and illustrations featuring each of Anderson’s films. He is the 
director of such movies as The Royal Tenenbaums, The Life 
Aquatic, Fantastic Mr. Fox, and Moonrise Kingdom. Mollie admits 
that she is a total nerd, and this book would be a great gift for 
other nerds that enjoy quirky films.

Mrs. Nellis admitted that she is a nerd for baseball. Her 
husband gave her a Mike Piaza biography (Long Shot) for a gift 
and she planned to read it over winter break. She said it was 
not a book she would typically read, but she heard about it on 
NPR one day and it sounded intriguing. Jo said that if you ever 
want to know what teachers read, just listen to NPR. 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close/Jonathan 
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Speak/Laurie Halse Anderson
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Bel Canto/ Ann Patchett
Einstein’s Dreams/ Alan Lightman

Book of Luminous Things/Czeslaw Milosz
The Wes Anderson Collection/  Matt Zoller 

Seitz

Jo
Jo
Jo
Jo
Jo
Mollie!


