
Jo kicked off our book club with her thoughts on The Ocean at the End 
of the Lane. She mentioned at the last book club that she intended to 
read it over winter break. She said that it was a great book, although a 
bit short. She noted that it reminded her of The Dark is Rising Sequence 
series;  that with all these books, the border between past and present 
gets blurred, and there is an essence of old magic. 

Jo hoped that everyone got a chance to read books over the winter 
break. She said she always enjoys reading the cookbooks that her 
boyfriend receives as Christmas gifts (he is in culinary school, ooh la 
la!). This season, she thoroughly enjoyed perusing copies of highbrow 
AND lowbrow cookbooks, from Napa Valley charcuterie to down-home 
Louisiana cooking by Justin Wilson, who proclaims his recipes to be 
delicious, “I guh-rawn-tee!”

Jo also mentioned a great book she read over break called Counting by 
7s, about a 12 year old genius that attempts to connect to people after 
her parents die in a car crash. Jo said this book was mostly appropriate 
for middle-school readers, but a great read nonetheless. A book that 
would be enjoyed by the older crowd is Encyclopedia of the Exquisite. 
This book is exactly as it sounds: an encyclopedia full of delightful--and 
at times frivolous--things, such as perfumes, red lipstick, and unicorns.

Jaspreet had several apocalyptic books he wanted to share with us, as 
he has been an avid reader lately. He said he did not bring all of the 
books in to show everyone, and that he owes Matthews Library a small 
fortune in what he calls “donations” instead of “fines.” Jo said that we 
intended to build a new library wing and name it after Jaspreet for his 
generous donations. Jaspreet told us about The End Games, Solstice, 
The Prey, Spark, and Fallout. Jo noted that one reason she ordered 
Fallout is that it has a delightful cover. Jaspreet offered that it is a good 
book, but it gets a little strange when the subject of repopulating the 
earth comes into play.

Amelia told us about reading The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle by Haruki 
Murakami. She said it reminded her a lot of one of Murakami’s other 
novels, 1Q84, which Dr. Bell just finished reading. Amelia said that 
both were great examples of magical realism. She also offered that 
Murakami’s novels tend not to end perfectly--but that the endings are 
more about balance. She also read Room by Emma Donoghue, which 
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is about a 5 year old boy that has been raised inside an eleven-by-
eleven foot space. He uses his imagination to entertain himself inside 
the Room, and his mother dreads the day he questions why he  is 
forced to stay there. 

Zoe enjoyed reading Strings Attached, a mystery about a young 
woman who moves to New York in the 1950s to become a dancer on 
Broadway. She accepts help from a family friend, who is rumored to 
have ties with the mob. It turns out the help really does have strings 
attached...dangerous ones. Zoe also read What I Saw and How I Lied by 
the same author, but did not enjoy that one nearly as much. 

 Julia told us about reading Crewel, a futuristic novel about a girl with 
the ability to weave time with matter. Julia said the book reminded 
her a lot of the Matched series by Ally Condie, as well as The Giver by 
Lois Lowry. She was not sure if there was a sequel to the book, but she 
certainly hopes so as Crewel had a doozy of a cliffhanger. 

Ms. Batarseh shared with us The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry. In this 
award-winning novel, a man receives a letter from his friend informing 
him that she is dying of cancer. Fearing that his response letter is 
inadequate, Harold keeps walking past the post office. And he keeps 
walking. He walks for over 600 miles on a journey of self-reflection, 
redemption, and healing. Ms. Batarseh said it really makes you wonder, 
what’s the story really about, and what is the main character really 
searching for?

Ms. Fels told us about Wave, a memoir about a woman who survives a 
tsunami while her husband, children, and parents all die. Ms. Fels said 
this was a poweful book about grief, loss, and what it means to live a 
normal life after losing everything. She said that Mr. Neukom did not 
like the book and wished it had more statistical data, but Ms. Fels said 
that was not the intention of the book, and she enjoyed it very much.

Jo left off with a reminder that Country Day alumn, Victoria Loustalout 
‘03, will be joining us for the next book club on February 19. She will 
be on campus the previous night to sign copies of her book, This is 
How You Say Goodbye.  
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